
FAQ ORACLE MONTHLY UPDATES

Oracle’s mandatory monthly updates, explained.
Straight answers to the most common questions about Oracle’s new monthly maintenance and 
CSPU cadence — and what it means for your team.

Q1

What exactly changed about Oracle’s update cadence?

Oracle has always required quarterly updates across Cohorts A, B, and C. What’s new is mandatory monthly maintenance across all Fusion Applications 
environments, including ERP, HCM, SCM, CX, and EPM, starting June 2026, alongside a new monthly Critical Security Patch Update (CSPU) cycle. The 
result is that what was roughly four change events a year is now twelve or more. Weekly updates still exist but are customer-initiated maintenance packs, 
not forced updates, per Oracle’s published release guidance.

Q2

Oracle calls these “security and maintenance” releases. Can they actually affect our environment?

Yes. Security and maintenance updates modify Oracle product code. Even when the stated intent is purely security, those code changes can affect 
integrations, validations, and business process behavior, per Oracle’s own security advisory documentation. Oracle’s June 2026 CSPU alone delivered 245 
patches, more than 100 of them for Oracle Fusion Middleware. Oracle recommends that customers validate their critical processes and integrations after 
every update window.

Q3

Does Oracle apply these updates automatically, or does our team need to take action?

For Oracle-managed SaaS, Oracle applies monthly updates automatically within published maintenance windows. Non-production environments are 
typically patched mid-week, with production following on weekends, leaving approximately three days to validate before changes reach your production 
environment, per Oracle’s published maintenance schedule. Your responsibility is to confirm that your critical business processes, integrations, and 
customizations still behave as expected after each window. Oracle does not test RICE components, OIC integrations, BI Publisher reports, or page 
personalizations. Those are yours to verify after every cycle.

Q4

Our team handled quarterly patches manually. Is that still a viable approach?

For many teams, manual validation at quarterly frequency was manageable. Monthly introduces twelve certification cycles per year with the same team 
capacity. Oracle’s maintenance window gives your non-production environment and production roughly three days between patches, per Oracle’s 
published schedule. Whether manual validation can consistently hold to that window is a question each team will need to assess against their 
environment’s complexity and the volume of customizations they carry.

Q5

How does Opkey help?

Opkey’s Testing Agent is built for exactly this cadence. It includes 7,500+ pre-built Oracle Fusion test cases with self-healing scripts that automatically 
adapt when Oracle changes its UI. Rather than running your full test suite against every monthly update, Opkey targets regression against what that 
specific update actually changed in your environment. Your team validates what matters, not everything, and can complete monthly patch certification in 
days rather than weeks.



Looking ahead, we are also working on Release Advisor Pro, which will give Oracle teams advance visibility into exactly what each monthly update touches 
in their specific environment before the maintenance window opens. It is currently in limited release. Once available, the impact analysis is done before the 
patch arrives, so your team starts from a much narrower validation scope.

Ready to certify Oracle’s monthly patches without the manual burden?

Opkey’s Testing Agent is built for exactly this cadence.
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